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The minutes reflect the library volunteers having the autonomy to ‘get things done’ and the
democratically elected R&R committee providing financial governance and community
accountability; often a library volunteer was an elected member of the committee. They show
library grants being received by Piha R&R for spending by the library and library volunteers
reporting to R&R meetings and to the AGM every year. When in 1988, on the receipt of a $2,000
cheque, the R&R resolved to set up a separate library bank account it was to be subject to the
annual audit requirements of the Association.

The records include corespondence from the Waitakere Library Service wishing the Piha
Ratepayers & Residents Assoc every success with the library and clarifying issues relating to the
Council book loan were the Piha R&R'’s responsibility. The process for getting the new library
building agreed, funded and built commenced with a ten-page submission from the Piha R&R to
the Waitemata District Council in 1990. At the time the library was under the stewardship of the
late, great Mary Dobbie as volunteer operator, and had 200 members, many of them families.

At the 1995 AGM, the R&R commitiee passed the following resolutions:
“1. That the Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association support the idea of a multi-
purpose building being sited on the area designated by the Waitakere City Council in their
public notification.
2. That the Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association AGM endorses the concept of a
proposed health care service for Piha.
3. That the Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association AGM endorses the setting up of a
small steering committee to undertake the tasks set out in Brian McKenna's report".

The work for the new building was continued by the Piha R&R Association, in collaboration with
volunteer library managers Glenda Northey, who succeeded Mary Dobbie in 1991, and Yvonne
Dufaur who succeeded Glenda in 1997. The new library building opened on 29t May, 1999.

From the minutes of March 2003,
“Resolved: That Kerry Stofter discuss the following with the Library Manager:
a) the names of the cheque signatories
b) details of the library insurance policy
¢) the provision of a monthly financial report to the committee
d) the provision of a 3 monthly written report fo the committee and the presentation of a
biannual report in person to the committee.”

The regular reports from the library to the Piha R&R show the ongoing success of the library in the
following years, with growth in book issues and continued fundraising and improvements.

The history of the Piha Community Library is one of co-operation, community service and good
stewardship. A more detailed historical timeline for the library is being developed for the Piha R&R
website.

' S




